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February 1, 2015     Hebrews 3:1–6   

  

Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and 

high priest whom we confess. 
2 

He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful 

in all God’s house. 
3 
Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a 

house has greater honor than the house itself. 
4 
For every house is built by someone, but God is the 

builder of everything. 
5 
Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to what would be 

said in the future. 
6 
But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on 

to our courage and the hope of which we boast.   

 

Fix Your Thoughts on Jesus the High Priest of Hope, and Have Courage 

 

When I was first called into the ministry it was a very nerve-racking and exciting thing.  I was sitting in a 

gymnasium full of graduates - young men who had been through eight years of training with me - with their 

parents and grandparents, waiting for my name to be called - and having NO IDEA where I was going.  When 

they told me I was going to Norton, KS and McCook, NE - I still had no idea where I was going.  Nonetheless, I 

had a sense of excitement and fear about this whole thing on what was known as “Call Day.”   

 

The writer to the Hebrews wants you to have that same kind of excitement over your “heavenly calling” - your 

call day.  You were called by God in your baptism - set apart from this sinful world and made a part of God’s 

family.  When God put His name on you and called you “His,” He wanted you to have a sense of privilege and 

honor to be known as one of God’s “holy brothers.”  When you believe in Christ you called part of royalty; 

one of His family; a band of brothers and sisters in Christ; bathed in the same blood and living on the same 

pathway and pilgrimage to heaven.  Does this excite you?   

 

In Psalm 27:4 David said,  

  
4
 One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek:   

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,   

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.   

You can clearly sense David’s excitement about getting to heaven and seeing God’s beauty.  The Israelites were 

reminded of this every time they went to the temple, because God put His special presence in between the 

angels on the Ark of the Covenant in the Most Holy Place.  The high priest could only enter there one day a 

year on the Day of Atonement; and that was only with blood being shed for himself and the people.  Even 

David as King had no right to enter into that place because of God’s powerful holiness and majesty.  But some 

day he would.   

 

The Most Holy Place was a picture of heaven on earth.  It displayed our ultimate goal - to get access to God.  

But the picture was clear.  You need a high priest to make sacrifices for your sins.  Your sins need to be covered 

in blood.  There is no access to heaven without the high priest and sacrifice.   

 

So when the writer refers to Jesus as the “apostle” and “high priest whom we confess,” we remember what 

Jesus came to do; to tear down the barrier and open up our access to the holy God.  Think first about that term - 

“apostle.”  It means “sent out.”  We sing in the Christmas hymn, “From heaven above to earth I come.”  We 

confess in the Nicene Creed, “Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven.”  This is why 



2 

Christmas is so important to us.  God took on flesh to come out from behind the tent and actually walk and talk 

among us and do the mission He was called to do; to bring us home to heaven.   

 

Think of the work of an apostle.  When the Apostle Paul was sent to his fellow Jews and Gentiles he faced 

many dangers; shipwrecks; being stoned; mockery; jail as he was called on to preach the Word to them.  It was 

dangerous and painful work to go out among a world of angry unbelievers and demons.  It was even more 

dangerous for Jesus.  As He spoke the Word He not only had to face many demons; the devil himself tempted 

him for 40 days in the desert; and then Jesus had to face God’s own wrath; something Paul never had to face.    

 

Jesus did this when he fulfilled the role of the high priest.  The high priest in the Old Testament would sacrifice 

different animals for different sins on the altar.  Their hands would get bloody and the sight would be gory as 

they put animals to death and burned them on the altar.  But Jesus got His own hands bloody.  He allowed 

Himself to be put on the cross and stabbed in the side.  The mission from heaven put Him through hell.   He 

allowed God to blame Him for what we did and abandon Him to hell at that place.  This was no easy journey He 

was sent on.  Yet He faced it with courage.   

 

Think of what happened on the day of His death; on Good Friday; the temple curtain was torn in two.  Access to 

God was open for sinners sins had been covered and they could be holy in God’s sight without any more 

sacrifices or high priests.  He made access to God in heaven free and complete - given to the sinner through 

baptism and faith.   

 

The writer wants us to see how great Jesus is in comparison to Moses.  For 40 years Moses was called on by 

God to lead the Israelites from slavery to the Promised Land.  It would have been a glorious thing to lead them 

through the Red Sea and to go up Mt. Sinai to talk with God.  But much of it was dirty work and difficult work.  

The people complained constantly.  They tried to rebel against him numerous times and God had to slaughter 

many of them with fire from the altar in their own rebellion.  It would have been a very sad thing to witness.  

Nonetheless, Moses led and did what God called him to do - with only the children and grandchildren 

remaining.   

 

God rescued Moses from the rebellion of the people, but He didn’t rescue Jesus.  He didn’t stop them from 

whipping Him and putting Him on a cross.  As the ultimate High Priest, He didn’t have someone else make the 

sacrifices of animals.  He put Himself on the altar and offered His own self and life for the sins of the world.  

He didn’t build a tabernacle for God to dwell in.  He was the tabernacle in which God dwelt.   He didn’t just 

lead them to a physical land.  He led them to the eternal land of heaven.  Jesus was not just a sinful servant 

leading sinful men.  He was the holy God’s Son in the flesh making men holy through His life and death.   

 

Chapters 1 and 2 of Hebrews focus our eyes on the supremacy of Jesus and what He came to do - to come down 

from heaven and go beneath the angels, take on flesh, become our high priest to die for our sins Himself.  In 

view of this way of salvation, the writer tells you to do two things.   

 

1. fix your thoughts on Jesus. . .   

2. hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.   
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To fix your thoughts on Jesus is to thoroughly consider what He has done for you.   It’s not like God is asking 

you to stare at an ugly and pathetic person.  He is telling you to look at your glorious and merciful King.  Fixing 

your thoughts means to slow down and try and contemplate what it says.  Dig deeper into it.  The Bible is full of 

different pictures that are given to think of different things that Jesus has done for you.  You lose perspective if 

you rush through it, or if you only read it once and think that you already know it all.    

 

Think about today’s text.  I tried to explain for you the beautiful imagery and meaning behind “apostle” and 

“high priest.”  The Bible is full of such expressions and pictures.  For those of you who find the Bible boring; 

the problem isn’t with the Bible; it’s with your own focus.  You aren’t looking deep enough.  Fixing your 

thoughts is more than saying, “Jesus loves me this I know, that is all I want to know.”  How can you have such 

a disrespect for God’s Word?  

 

The writer also calls on us to hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.  Think of the courageous 

type of hope we can have.  We have God’s promise that our sins have been all paid for.  We have God’s Word 

that when we resist the devil he will FLEE from us.  We have God’s promise that all things work out for out 

good and that no temptation will come at us that we don’t have the power to resist.  We have a Savior who 

faced death and came out alive - who promises us an ETERNITY of joy and peace in Christ.  We don’t even 

have to fear death itself.  When you hold on to these promises they build courage.   

 

Many of those who were led by Moses lost their focus and courage.  When they first entered on their journey 

they were called on to fight against those living in the Promised Land they retreated.   But they were afraid 

when the found out the men of country were huge.  They forgot about the size of their God.  Over the next 40 

years in the wilderness, all they focused on was what their hardships and the enemies that surrounded them 

instead of the God who lived within them and the place they were headed to.  They blamed Moses and God for 

all of their problems instead of repenting.  God was dwelling right with them in a pillar of cloud and fire; and 

they still managed to lose faith!  Imagine that!   

 

You can see the same thing happening in America.  It shouldn’t necessarily surprise us to see our society turn to 

be so openly wicked.  What should surprise us is how the Christian communities are going right along with it 

and barely fighting against it in the process.  You would think that instructing a child through eight years of 

grade school and maybe even four years of high school they would stay in the faith.  They were taught about the 

Living God and what that God did for their salvation.  They were given Bibles and the sacrament to fight 

against sin and its temptations.  But somehow they have lost their courage and their hope.  What happened to 

courageously standing against the temptations of the flesh?  What happened to fighting through the struggles in 

relationships; practicing patience and forgiveness; trusting and hoping God will establish and bless a 

relationship when you practice what He preaches?   

 

Could it be that all of this cowardice and hopeless behavior is because many have ultimately lost their hope of 

heaven and their love of Jesus?  They’ve become so enamored with human love and acceptance, sports, work, 

entertainment, and education - that they’ve lost their first love.  Many only want to be pampered in their faith.  

They approach the Word and sacrament - and Jesus with nothing more than the question, “What have you done 

for me lately?  What can you do to make me happy with these other things?”  If Jesus doesn’t give them instant 

gratification; improve their marriage, get them more money, entertain them in some way, well then He’s just not 
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worth it.  It’s as if they’re only dating Jesus in order to get connected to His money, success, and everything 

else.  In the language of today’s text, they’re trying to get the goods of the temple apart from the high priest.   

 

If you don’t think that rescuing from an eternity in hell is worth a continual repentance and clinging to Christ, 

and if you don’t think that going through hell was enough to make you happy, well then you deserve your hell 

ten times over for your selfish ignorance and short sightedness.  Don’t blame me when you’re burning in hell.   

 

Jesus was sent out to courageously win you back to Him and save you from hell.  When you were baptized into 

Him it was meant to connect you to Him and focus on Him - to look forward to finally seeing Him in heaven.  

The devil wants to distract you with the loves of this world.  Like two married people need to fight to keep their 

relationship alive and strong, you’ve got to fight to keep your focus!  You can fight!   

 

Joshua and Caleb weren’t too afraid to fight the Canaanites.  God gave them courage.  God gave Paul the 

courage to stand firm in the midst of all of the resistance he met; and he was nothing but a sinful man.  One fall 

into temptation does not mean that you are doomed to fail forever.  God restored Peter and David after their sins 

and made them stronger in the faith as a result; His love and forgiveness can do the same for you.  Nothing is 

impossible with God.  Where is your hope?  No matter what  your failures, Jesus didn’t fail.  Your sins are still 

paid for.  No matter how many ways you have fallen short, God’s promise to save you through faith remains the 

same.   

 

Fix your eyes on Jesus and hold onto the hope and courage that He has come to give you.  He doesn’t want you 

in hell.  He didn’t die for you to see you in hell.  He didn’t go through such misery just to make your life 

comfortable.  He went through hell to give you heaven.  He doesn’t want you to give up or lose your focus.  He 

wants you to live in a courageous type of hope.   

 

When I was first called into the ministry I couldn’t wait to hit the ground running.  I was ready to enter the real 

world and get preaching and teaching.  A friend of mine entered the ministry with the same enthusiasm.  An 

older minister said to him something to the effect of, “You’re still young and energetic.”  He said in retort, “I 

don’t ever want to lose that enthusiasm.”  I don’t either.   

 

But living in this world has a way of humbling you and beating you down.   An old professor once said, “When 

I entered the ministry I wanted to save the world.  Then I just wanted to save the city.  Then I wanted to save the 

congregation.  Then I wanted to save my family.  Then I just wanted to save myself.”  The more you deal with 

sin and rebellion in the world and among fellow Christians and even among yourself, it is easy to lose hope and 

courage to fight for the faith.  A part of you wants to give up.  Everything seems meaningless at times.  

 

That’s why we need to keep focused on Christ all the more.  In spite of our failures and weaknesses and in spite 

of the meaningless of life, there is hope!  Jesus called us to heaven as His holy brothers in our baptism.  He has 

paid for your sins and given you His Holy Spirit to strengthen you in your faith.  He is the risen Lord.  His 

Word does not return to Him empty.  He chased demons out with His word; the same word that we have to 

speak.  Don’t forget who He is and don’t forget what He has called you.  Now is not the time to lose focus.  

Now is not the time to give up.  Fix Your Thoughts on Jesus the High Priest of Hope, and Have Courage.  

Amen.   


